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THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
by Tom Schenk-Presi‘ent
637-9599

The clubs first activity this
year was a oreat New Year's Ive
Farty at Glenn & Sharon Joahsons.
Our thanks to you both for making
this an almost annual event at your
home, Johnsons! Is your nlayer
pianc still in one niece???

I wish to welcome our Chapters
new Doard for 1979, the members are:
Tom 3chenk - Presisent
Sharon Johnsgon - Activities Chair-

man & Vice Tresident
Joe Navra - Secretary
Larry Boef - Treasurer
Kevin Vidal - Technical Advisor
Chuck Williams - Louni-up Chairman
Pat Douglass ~ Distributor Bditor
Matt Flotkin - Past Iresident

With the resisnation of Mary
Livinzston at the Dec, Board meet-
ing, Joe davra accepted the office
of sccretary for the 1979 year.
Welcome aboard Joel

Other club members helpins out
this year will be:
Joan & Rak Krist - naffles
Arlene Schenk - Hospitality
Larry Conkol - Dele~ate to Assoc.
of Calif. Car Clubs (ACCC)
Jionne MeNabh - Jacket & ratch Sales
311l & CFenny Vaushn - Welcoming
Use” Car & rarts Cooidinator -DJick
Mclabb
Xmas Farty - Dev Marsh (1979) She

can't possibly be thanke? enouzh for

the '78 party! The Band, locati~y
food, prizes & decorations etc.
were just ~reat.

The dues for 1979 are now “uc 2.

payable. Larry Boef will collcce -
yours at the Jan. meetin~ if you

have not yet joined.

Finally my thanks to Matt I'lot
kin who was an ocutstanding clib
nresident an? leader. Yours wil?
be a hard act to follow Matt, anr
any advice is genuinely apprecia®
ed.

A 4E S dE e
ACTIVITIES
by Sharon Johnson
528-0891

The starting of a new year ic
always very hectic .....s0 I
thouzht I would zive everyone a
breather for a few weeks beforec
we strrt this years activities.
First, I would like to say that
I will so my best to plan inter-
estinz activities for all anzes
and to follow in the footsteps
of all the nast activities chair
men and 4o the best job I can
for the club. If anyone has any
suzrestions for activities pleacs
Aon't be shy, let me know about
them and I will édo my best to in
clude them in our caleniar.

OQur first activity this year
will be a poker run on Jan. 28th
The run will start at the »ark-
inz lot of the Oranze Mall in
front of the Tarasol Restaurant
at 10:00 with the last time leav-
inz at noon. Two cash prizes
will be ziven. 525 for the best
han? and §25 for the closest to
averave time, Everyone is aske?
to brins a new Model A part
costinz at least $3. Drins one
part for each poker hand you
want. Food and beverarse will be
available at the cnl of the run
g2 plan on a late lunch or early
dinner depending on what time
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Activitieg Contl,

you 7et to our last “estination.
Lot b LR SR T L
+OUND=-UL nBrORT
by Chuck Williams
836-7057

Many thanks to everyone for elcc-
tinz me to the Doar? azain and for
votinz me as member of the year.
It's one of the nicest thinos that's
ever happenesd to me. I consider it
a real honor and will work very hard
at maintaining your confidence -
thanks azaini

I know it seems premature to be
talkinz about hound-Un 1979 but now
is the time to start nlanninz and
thinkins about all the various tasks
which will be needed to make our
annual event a success.

Linda has volunteered to sew the
uilt tomether azain this year -
honostly, I 2idn't even have to

twist her arm either) so ~als and
quys let's start thinkina abous
makinz a quilt squarce. This »roj-
ect can be fun if you “‘on't have to
rush Joinz it. I amde one last year
and enjoye? it very much. Jionne
leNabb made four - I'm still im-
rresse? & sratefull

Also, an’ most importantly, Sat-
urday October 20, 1979 has alrealy
been reserves for us at Knott's
Berry Farm. They enjsye? havinz us
an? I think you'll a-rece. we enjoy-
el beint therel

Other lioun?-Up assimnments which
will have to ne¢ fille? aro: Lozis-
tration, Trophies, iublicity, ..affle,
Judzinz, Jash rlaques an? iarkin~.

This year I woull like to have
the winnin~ cars 'rive un to the
presontaticon araa as the trovhics
are awar“ed. That way everyone can
sec anl enjoy the winnin< cars an?
Adrivers. It's also 2 nice e~o trin
for the winners anl! I think it will
ald another “imensinn of enjoyment
to our Rouni-Un. I'll neec?l somo-
one to help me in coordinatin-~
this. It'll take a little morec
plannin~> and work but will he worth
itd

Ne've 2ot plenty of time-so
start thinkinr: about rettines in-
volved in nound-Urn 1979, 3eleive
me, its much more fun heins involv-

aoun?~Up Contd,
el than beina a smectator,
I'% like to see everyone in
our club involved in some way.
It amkes the event much more
meaninzful an? enjoyable.
See you at the zeneral
meetine.,
Rl Sk b ke Rl
A ITISSAGE FLROM THE EX IRESIUEN'.
Matt Ilotkih

Every party has a reason for
beinz successful and the reason
for the Xmas party being a succ-
ess is Dev Marsh.

What a great job she did-ever:
detail was beautifully taken carc
of - from a terrific room select-
ion "own to rhe last detail of
makin~ the table center pieces-
and eveythinz in between.

Bev, you did ti azain - Thanks
so much for all your time &
trouble., We had a fahulcus even-
inz. Thanks again from all of us

An? thanks to Mary DCecisenroth
& Sharon Joahson for that super
Kids amas party. The kids hal 2
swell time, cnjoyed the magic
gshow, ‘evourc? the refreshments,
and will eonjoy their presents for
2 lenz time. Thanks Mary and
Sharon from all the kils (an?
their »arents).
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T 3CHNICAL
by Kevin Vidal

347-1164

for the Jan-
a counle of

The ontartainment
uary maetin~ will be
0l? time movies with lots of "T"e
anl "A"s involve? in them with
tha “rivers beins such reople as
N.C. Peil?s an? Laurel and Hardy.

Now that I am in the vprocess
of rastorine 2 1230 Jeluxe foal-
gstor, I »lan to have a few semi-
nars over 3t my »lace, I fiwgure
that we can ~et that car realy tr
0 in only 2 fow short seminars,
Nith a counle of more hours of
work on the chassis of my roal-
ster, we shoul? bhe able to put
on 2 seminar on startinzg and
ArivinT a bran? new "A" chassis
for the January soeminar.



Technical Contd.

I would really apnreciate any
suzzaestions on what the club would
like to have for seminars and after
meeting entertainment for the year
so let me know,

Not longz from now it will be tour
season azain. Now is as ool time
as any to start checkinz over those
"a"s by way of tune-ups and chanco-
ing o0il and just generally tichten-
in7 up every nut and bolt on the car
so you'll have that secure feelin~
when drivine your "A" down the road,
My first Technical Tip for the year
is: One should he sure to put back
theoil »an nluz before one addis the
new oil.
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The followins is a story Denny John-
son thouzht the other members would
enjoy readine,

DANKE:x IN MONTANA HAS 160 ANTIQUE
FOLD CALS

W, Zdward Towe, while tourin~
South America in 1968, snotted a 19-
34 Ford Model C Phacton at a zas
station in raysandu, Uruzuay.

That car today is in Deer Lod=e,
Mont., one of 162 antique Fords that
Towe owns.

The collection includes at least
one representative of every year and
model from the foundinzs of the auto
company in 1903 until 1942, when vro-
Auction stopped for World wWar 11.
Towe has 102 of them on nermanent
digplay at the old lMontana Territor-
ial Frison in Deer Lodze, about 60
milcs west of Helena.

Towe, a Circle, Mont., banker now
64 and semi-retired, has been coll-
ecting antique Fords since he bousht
a 1923 Model T lloadster in dinterset,
Iowa, for 375 in 1952. Towe said he
made that first pruchase in what was
to become a car-collectines fever he-
cause "I cuecss I 2ot a longine to
Arive a three-nedal car azain."(The
third pedal dicked the car into re-
verse. The throttle was on the
steerinz wheel)

"There are many collections bigzer
than mine," Towe said, "but as far
18 we know, this is the larzest
(antique) Ford collection on display
anywhere."

Antique Cars Contd.

All the cars con Aiswlay are in
cool orizinal dondition or have
been restored - all, that is, ex-
cept the 1934 Model C Fhacton.
Towe Arove it 9.000 miles from
Urusuay bhack to Circle, and for
sentimental reasons left it in
the same con’ition.

Towe said the Uruzuayan pur-
chasc was one of the most inter-
estin~ he has made. He knew rre
tically no Spanish, and the car
owner dicdn't sneak Enclish, so
they nezotiated throuzh an inter-
preter.

Towe won't say what he naid f-
the fhaeton, an' open touring car
with side curtains, which nicely
aurmente? his collection of what
was then some 40 antique Fords.
Dut he indicates ha zot a 7zood
deal from the I'aysandu man, whos
country's tax laws discouraze th
purchase of new cars an” force
residents to use the antiques f~
daily transnortation,

After outfitting it with tool:
and extra tires, =zasoline, oil
an? water, Towe his wife and a
friend Arove it to the river
ferry between Uruzuay and Argen-
tina, but were Zenied nermission
to cross. It took two weeks of
constant and sometimes confused
discussion and pesterin< in Uru-
guay's capital of Montevideo to
finally produce the proper expor
napers.

But no sooner did they cross
into Argentina than the car was
impoinded because Towe 4i“n't
have Arsentine permission to
drive a foreisn car across the
country.

That permission was secure?
in a Aay, but Towe said he con-
tinued to run into difficulties
at almost every border in South
America, including Ieru, where
passage was not allowed until
the local car club voated a
51,300 deposit to ensure that
the car would not be left in the
country.

"The reason they stop you at
the borders in those countries
is all the countries have such
a hizh tariff on cars," Towe sai



Antique Cars Contd.

—. adding that the tariffs can boost

the price of a new U.3. car to 315,
000 or $20,000. The ~overmments dis-
couraZe citizens from buyinz foreien
cars-and even importe? car parts-
for fear of “epletins their nations
money sunplies.

The same cconomic conditions also
make officials discourase anyone from
takins cars out of the country. 1In
Ururuay, Towe said, "one official
told us that the reason it is diff-
icult to take the car out of the
country-the old car that we hal-was,
by takinz the car out of the country,
we are deprivine someone of trans-
portation that could not afford a
new car.,"

3y happy circumstances, and rer-
haps because of the warm climate,
Towe said about half of the cars
sold in Uruzuay and other South
American countries in the 1930s were
bpen cars.,

"There prohably were 100 sedans
sol? here (in the United States) for
every open car in 1934, .Now the onen
cars are the most hishly desired
specimens for collectors' items here,
and the mosgt Aifficult to obtain."

Towe said he encountered few
major mechanical difficulties on
the route across the fertile Arzen-
tine and Chilean Andes, throuch Feru
and on to Ecuador.

However, the ensine had to be
overhauled in Ar—zentina, Towe over-
came the lanzuaze barrier by =zettinc
his elbows dirty =2lonrside a Spanish-
speakinz mechanic.

Towe's exrerience as an 0132 Ford
mechanic may be the key to his int-
erest in collectinz antiques. His
father set him ur with a bicycle
shon in fraullina, Iowa, in the late
1920s when he was barely into his
teens, At aze 15, he sraduated to
Model T's, opening a junk salvage
yar?. He soon bhranched ocut into
building power plants for srain ele-
vators from Model T ensines, and
maze farm wasons by strippin~ the
bodics off of Model T's and buili-
in~ wooden boxes ontn the frame,

He 2id well in all these ventures
so much so that he was able in 1937
to buy a Ford asency in Faullina,
and eventually he branched out, buy-

inz interest in a number of banks
in small liontana towns.

After his return with his Uru-
suan rhaeton, the valuable antiqu
bein~ driven in South America sta
el on Towe's mind., He returne?
last winter to buy 39 more open
cars, completinz his ihaeten coll
ection. About half of the new
shipment of cars nrobably will b=
sold,

The prices of the antique For<
increased markelly betwcen Towe's
two trips as some of the old cars
finally "<oave up", he said,

Most of Towe's ccllecting to-
day is throush established channc
such as antique automobile Aauct-
ions, marazine alvertisin~ and
heal-to-hea? nezotiatin~, includ-
in~ one barsainine session in
which he was able to buy a 1904
lModlel D-one of only four known t°
exist. The Model B is still bein
restored.

Towe declines to discuss the
monctary value of his collection,
sayinz 1it's not for sale.

Other cars in his collection
include:

-A 1906 Model X. "That was
the car(henry) Ford made under
protest because his financial
backers insisted that he make a
car for the wealthy people rather
than the common pecople," Towe
gsaid. "It didn't prove success-
ful, and the history now is that
the Ford Meotor Co. lost money on
every onec they made."

-A 1911 Model T, called the
"Tornedo," All ether Model T's
had the =zas tank under the Ariver
seat. The Torpedo had the tank
behind the Ariver, which, alon-z
with a shorter runnin~ hoard, ma-
the car look more stremlined,

-A 1915 Town Car, another ve-
hicle aimed at the wealthy. The
car was chauffcur-Jriven, with
sprecial upholstery, flower vases
an? a zlass nartition between thc
driver an® the nasscnrers. It
wag the first model to have elec-
tric headlichts.

This year he drove a 1935 omer
thaeton back to Circle after buy-
in~ it in Leadins, Penn.



